383. LETTER TO G. K. GOKHALE

STANGER LAAGER,
June 22, 1906

DEAR PROF.  GOKHALE,

I am writing this from the military laager at Stanger.1 The Indian
Stretcher-Bearer Corps received orders yesterday to march. The work
before the Corps this time is of a more difficult type. In any case, it was
absolutely necessary for me to accompany the Corps if it was to be formed
at all. The question of my coming to England must, therefore, remain
in abeyance.

I am very thankful for your long letter and the suggestions made
by you.

I suppose we shall know in time the result of your interviews2 with
Mr, Morley. You will put a finishing touch to your brilliant work, if
you could on your way pass through South Africa. That I know is a selfish
view, but I may be pardoned for taking such a view, seeing that all my
work at present seems to be connected with South Africa alone.

/ am,
Tours truly,

M. K, GANDHI
[PROF, GOKHALE
LONDON]

From, the handwritten original: Courtesy : Servants of India Society

384. AN IMPORTANT PERMIT CASE
Justice has again been vindicated, and the excesses of the Asiatic
Permit Department in the Transvaal have received a salutary check at
the hands of the presiding Magistrate at Volksrust From the summary
furnished by our Johannesburg correspondent of the case in question,
it would appear that Mr. E. M. Bhyat, brother of Mr. A. M. Bhyat,
of Heidelberg, a well-known Indian merchant, was refused a permit to
re-enter the Transvaal, although he proved that he was an old resident
of that Colony and had paid three pounds to .the Dutch Government as
the price of settlement in the Transvaal, Mr Bhyat's application had re-
ceived very influential European support. He was to go to the Transvaal
in order to replace his brother, who found it necessary to go to India for
IA town 45 miles to the north-east of Durban
2Gofchale, who had presided over the Congress Session at Banaras in December 1905,
was at this time an England and met Mr. Morley several times in connection with the
Partition of Bengal, proposals for reform and Indian problems generally.